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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
"If you have to ask you wouldn't understand" 
Have you ever found yourself in a social situation 
defending your position as a motorcyclist? If you 
haven't, I'd be surprised. No matter how adept your 
communication skills are, relating this experience to a 
non-participant is akin to describing the thrill of sky 
diving or any number of other extreme activities. You 
have either done it or you haven't. There is nothing in 
between. Whereas sky diving and bungee jumping com-
press intense physical and mental sensations to a few 
seconds, our sport provides mile after mile of sensual 
input. Weather, road surface and a never-ending change 
in our surroundings bombard our sensory receptors. It 
is never exactly the same. Even if you are traveling a 
route you are familiar with, the differences are signifi-
cant. I doubt an automobile operator could say this. 
The Top Cats' ride to Trempealeau over the July 4th 
weekend provided another unique aspect of motorcy-
cling. Not one but three mechanical failures occurred. 
Kevin Riddick broke a throttle cable. Emil Kornecki 
experienced a fuel starvation situation. Guy broke a 
final drive belt. What 's special about this? The 
Riddicks were back on the road after the Dubuque HD 
dealer traveled 30 miles each way and a replacement 
was made. Steel braided, no less. With Terry Kumro's 
aid, Emil's Indian was diagnosed with a chaffed and 
kinked gas line. The local auto parts store owner 
opened his shop and delivered 2 gas line hoses to the 
motel. Problem solved. Guy's problem was more 
involved and the remedy wasn't as immediate. 
However, the solution began with help from a fellow 
motorcyclist trailering a Gold Wing. He interrupted his 
trip, towed Guy's bike to a closed dealer a distance away 
and even contacted the dealership's owner to make 
repair arrangements.. Each of these incidents is a story 
in itself and I believe unique to motorcycling. 
Experiences that will be long remembered. It almost 
lets you forget the five hours of riding in a down-
pour almost. "It's the journey, not the destination." 
Saddle Up! 

Jim "Iceman" Heniff  

August, 2004 

Minutes of the Board Meeting 
on July 12, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Present at the meeting were Jim Heniff, Jim Krepel, Terry 
Kumro, Rose Temple, Chuck Prettyman, Don Schaffer, 
Ken Glassman, John Fraccaro and Ric Case. 

Ric Case told the Board that there are 4 Senior Road 
Captains who still need to take a GRASS Class this year 
to retain their Senior status. He will notify them. There 
will be one more class in October or November of this 
year to get that done. There are also 15 members who 
still need to take a class to fulfill their membership 
requirement, so if you are one of them, please make sure 
you attend that last class. 

Don Schaffer reported that the Roar has lost a lot of 
advertisers, and therefore a lot of revenue, and he antici-
pates the club running a $1,000 deficit by years end. The 
club will still have cash in the bank, but it will be $1,000 
less than we began the year with. The Board approved 
the financials Don presented. 

The Board discussed the possibility of doing some kind 
of fund raiser for the club. If you have any suggestions, 
please let Jim Heniff know. 

The Past Presidents have met as the Nominating 
Committee for the purpose of slating candidates for the 
election at the end of the year. Past President, Sandy 
Vernon will chair that committee, and in her absence, 
Wayne Kirkpatrick will fill in. 

Current Treasurer, Don Schaffer, will have served his full 
elected term by the end of this year, and cannot run again 
for that office. Therefore we will need someone qualified 
to fill that post. One need not be a CPA to be the trea-
surer. In fact, Don has been the only accountant we've 
ever had in that position. But the club is looking for 
someone with basic bookkeeping skills to run for the 
office. So we'd like to see someone step up for this Board 
position. Don already has a simple system in place, and 
will be available to assist someone in the smooth transi-
tion. (By the way, the word bookkeeper is the only word 
in the English language that contains 3 consecutive dou-
ble letters) 
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550 East Northwest Highway 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
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11 I E BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

(j heniff@mailstation.com ) 
847/381-5357 

Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 
(cpman4gaol.com) 

847/382-4269 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

847/564-1489 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 
(Thawkeye50@hotmail.com) 

847/394-2646 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	Sanra Vernon 
(vern693@aol.com) 

847/634-6402 

Director 	Rose Temple 
(rtemple@acnielsen.com ) 

847/516-8825 

Director 	John Fraccaro 
(jfraccarogj uno.com) 

847/697-9607 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

815/459-9345 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com) 

847/639-4009 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HORNE: (847) 6223501 e-mail: topcats_mccghotmail.com 

NEXT MEETING: August 3rd, 2004 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@comcast.net) 847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer (numbersmangthecpas.biz) 847/564-1489 
Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@msn.com ) 847/657-9363 
Charity Ride 	Rose Temple (rtemplegacnielsen.com ) 847/516-8825 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4gaoLcom) 847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (jfraccarogjuno.com ) 
Roar 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 

(wkirkpa 177gaol.co m) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsaccogameritech.net) 
Hotline 	Jim Haase (jimhaasegcomcast.net ) 

847/697-9607 
847/854-4137 

847/526-5200 
847/776-7845 

Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 847/438-4998 

!?ANDY'S CYCLE 

1111.5:14MAINTRIKES,INC 
(847) 669-0256 

Fax (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWW.DPHONDA.COM  • SERVICE 

  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



bars. It will guarantee that you always have something to eat 
and drink. It's also cheaper and quicker than buying them on 
the road. Stay away from caffeine and soda, unless you like 
spending lots of time in the bathroom. 

Top Cats Earn Your SaddleSore 1000 
Wings On August 14!!! 

By Larry Scalzitti 

Next month join me on a trip around Lake Michigan. The goal 
will be to complete at least 1000 miles in less than 24 hours. 
Although this may sound like a lot of miles, if you rode one of 
the SaddleSore 450 rides this summer, you can do this ride. 

I've been lucky enough to have ridden a number of Iron Butt 
Association (IBA) certified rides and understand that most 
IBA rides can be ridden with proper planning and preparation 
and a strong desire to do what you plan to do. This ride can be 
broken into three parts. Part 1 - Rest and Preparation, Part 2 -
The Actual Ride, and Part 3 - Celebration and then a recovery 
period. This ride will tax you, but you will feel a great sense of 
accomplishment after you finish The Lake Michigan 1000! 

The start and stop times for this ride are unusual. Don't let 
them scare you. They were designed to make sure we avoid 
Chicago area traffic and that we travel through the two lane 
roads of northern Michigan and Wisconsin during as much 
daylight as possible. The latter reason will help us as we tire 
and hopefully prevent any run ins with animals who don't obey 
the rules of the road. 

The specifics of the ride are being finalized now, but here's 
what I have so far. The current route is 1018 miles and should 
be completed in less than 20 hours. The final riding time will 
depend on many factors. The ride needs to be 5% to 10% over 
the minimum length just to insure we cover the 1000 mile dis-
tance. Most of us know that our odometers are a little on the 
optimistic side. As a result I will probably add a few more 
miles, so that the actual ride will cover 1050*to 1100 miles. 

I'll save the record keeping information for the members who 
express an interest in this ride. I am currently corresponding 
with an IBA representative that may lessen the paperwork 
requirements normally required for each of us on this ride. 
Let's briefly review the ride in terms of the three parts that I 
mentioned earlier. 

Part 1- Rest and Preparation. Please make sure that you're well 
rested prior to the ride. For most of us that will mean a very 
early bedtime on Friday night, maybe even right after work. I 
know my target time will be 6:30 pm. You'll appreciate this at 
the 18 hour point, when you're not thinking as clearly as you 
did earlier in the day. You know your digestive system, so 
please take into consideration what you eat on Thursday and 
Friday. Eat light and right and stay away from alcohol. You 
won't have the time to find a clean restroom for an extended 
stay. Make sure that your bike is ready to go the day before; 
gas, oil and air in the tires. Remember, you'll need a good set 
of tires. We ride in any weather and traction has a lot to do with 
tread depth. Pack for a variety of weather conditions. The tem-
perature can vary from 50 at night to 90 plus in the heat of the 
day. If you have electrics, pack them. It can always rain, so 
take your rain gear. As always it's a great idea to carry first aid 
gear and a tire repair kit. Also pack bottled water and energy 

Part 2 - The Actual Ride. We will do the final ride brief at 4 am 
at the Mobil station on Route 12 and Ela Road in Lake Zurich. 
The brief will be short, since we will have shared a lot of infor-
mation via email by then. You will have routes and maps before 
the brief, so you can study the route. I expect to be on the road 
as close to 4 as possible. Based on the number of riders, we 
may break up into groups based on fuel range. The easiest way 
to save time on an Iron Butt Ride is to ride more and stand less. 

Part 3 - Celebration and then a recovery period. Our arrival 
time is based on the number of stops that we take and any prob-
lems we may encounter, traffic and road construction. I plan 
on returning to the Mobil station in Lake Zurich around mid-
night. That will give us a four hour cushion. We must be back 
at our start point no later than 4 am on Sunday in order to fin-
ish the ride successfully. Plan on a light day on Sunday, you'll 
want to relax and enjoy your latest accomplishment. Riding 
1000 miles in less than 24 hours is awesome. Completing that 
ride around Lake Michigan on a route that is not all interstate, 
sets you in class by yourself - this ride is just plain inspiring! 

This is an IBA Certified Ride. Visit their web site - 
www.iba.com  - go to the rides and rules tab and read about the 
ride. If this ride appeals to you, email Larry at Scalzitti@mind-
spring.com  and let him know the following information. 

Name: 
Email and phone number: 
Bike you plan to ride: 
How far you can ride on a tank of gas: 
Longest ride you've done before: 

There is a ride like this for each of the Great Lakes and then 
one extreme ride for riding around all of the Great Lakes in less 
than 50 hours. I'll try to organize a ride for each one over the 
next few years. I hope this is just the first of many endurance 
rides that we can do as a group! 



Minutes of the General Meeting 
on July 6, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

photos for the Roar, and reminded everyone that more articles 
and photos are ALWAYS welcomed and encouraged. Articles 
are due no later than the 15th of the month, and earlier, if pos-
sible. 

President Jim Heniff called the meeting to order. Rob Morin 
introduced his guest Stu Horowitz. Mark Sullivan introduced 
Mick and Cindy Brian; Jim Chevelier introduced his friend 
Carl Lang. Wayne Kirkpatrick's guest from Germany, Karsten 
Striewe, is back in the states for an extended stay, and will 
accompany the Top Cats to Sturgis. Many of us met Karsten 
last year when he was in for the 100th. And last, but certainly 
not least, Bud Burkhart introduced his fiancé, Jani. 
Congratulations to them both. Apparently, wedding plans are 
in the works as you read this. 

John Lunde received the 2004 plaque from the Little Angels 
ride, recognizing the Top Cats as the largest group supporting 
that ride. Last month we received the one that we won in 
2003. John also reminded us that there is a Rolling Thunder 
ride on October 12, that meets at Journey's End in Mundelein, 
and ends at lake Shore Harley. Please contact John for more 
info, and I'm sure future Roar's will also have more details as 
the ride gets closer. 

Membership Chairperson, Lynn Adams, asks all members to 
contact her with any phone, address or E-mail address changes 
as soon as possible, so she can keep our roster up to date. 

Safety Chariman, Ric Case, reminded everyone about the July 
20 GRASS class that will feature a section on how to ride with 
a passenger, and how to be a good passenger. He also remind-
ed us that should some distraction occur while riding, like a 
bee sting, or some other unexpected ocurance, you must keep 
your composure, complete an maneuvers you might be doing 
at the time, and then pull over safely to deal with the situation. 
Also, remember, that if you feel a tire going flat, or a blowout 
happening, DO NOT HIT THE BRAKES OF THE PROB-
LEM WHEEL. GENTLY ease off the throttle, GENTLY 
apply the brake of the opposite wheel, and move off the road-
way safely. 

Ken Glassman related a story of a mishap that occurred on the 
Little Sturgis, where several Top Cats got to use their GRASS 
class Accident Management training. Details are in the Little 
Sturgis article in this Roar. 

Sandy Vernon also related a story of a mishap that occurred on 
her Around the Lake ride with husband Bill and 12 other bikes. 
Slick roads and stupid cagers combined to cause an accident 
that Bill miraculously escaped without personal injury, but Top 
Cat Ric Lowry broke his leg. Our best wishes to Ric for a 
speedy recovery. But once again, GRASS class training came 
in handy in a tough situation. We don't give thanks often 
enough to the members who put on the GRASS class, so here's 
a big TOP CAT ROAR to Ric Case, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Bard 
Boand, Sandy Vernon, Terry Kumro, Jim Haase, any other Top 
Cat who steps up to fill in if necessary. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick thanked those who send in articles, and 

Kevin Riddick, and Larry Scalzitti received their white Road 
Captain rockers for planning and leading successful rides. Jim 
Heniff also thanked them, and Tom Malia, Bard Boand, Jim 
Haase, Bill Ryan, Ken Glassman, and all the other Top Cats 
who have led rides this year. 

Jim Haase recapped the June Rides, and highlighted the 
upcoming July rides. He also regaled us with a story about the 
help one of our guys received over the July 4th weekend ride, 
when his bike broke a drive belt. Hopefully that story will 
appear elsewhere in this Roar. Jim also reminded everyone to 
check the website often for ride updates, and call the hotline 
for the most up to date info about our rides. AND he's looking 
for someone to step up and lead the October 3 ride. Please call 
Jim for details. 

Rose Temple now has the posters and registration forms for 
our September 12 Charity Ride. Contact her to get posters to 
put up in businesses, and to get registration forms. All Top 
Cats will receive their registration forms in the mail. Lets 
remember folks, this is OUR clubs charity ride, and we expect 
that ALL membeis will sign up for this. 

John Fraccaro asked for members to volunteer for our various 
committees and get involved with the clubs activities. He has 
several written Committee Charters that spell out what each 
committee does and how they do it, and more will be com-
pleted shortly. So please contact John to get the lowdown. 



Railroad Tracks 
You Need to be Cautious When Crossing Steel Rails 

Submitted by Jim Haase 

You're riding the right lane of a four-lane arterial street in an 
industrial area of the city. When you see the right lane ending 
ahead, you check in the mirror for an opening in traffic and 
ease over toward the left lane. Suddenly the bike slides side-
ways and you struggle to maintain balance, then you realize 
there's a railroad spur crossing the street right where you 
attempted to change lanes. You were wise to watch traffic 
before merging with the other lane, but you should also have 
been watching the road surface. 

Noncollision spills are a common type of motorcycle acci-
dent, and spills are frequently a result of surface hazards. 
Railroad sidings are common in industrial areas. Shiny steel 
rails can easily cause the front tire to slide, and it is difficult to 
control balance when front tire traction is Post. Some track 
crossings have deep grooves that can actually grab the tires 
and wrench the handlebars out of your grasp. 

When crossing railroad tracks, it's always wise to adjust your 
path of travel to cross the rails at an angle of 45 degrees or 
greater with the motorcycle upright and stabilized in a straight 
line. In this particular situation, you should observe the rails 
ahead, move over to the left lane, and then adjust your line to 
cross the rails at more of an angle. 

Excerpted with permission from Street Strategies: A Survival 
Guide for Motorcyclists by David Hough, $19.95, ISBN 1-
889540-69-2 . Copyright © 2001 by BowTie Press. 

NOTE FROM JIM: There's a terrific example of this right in 
our neighborhood. Head southeast on Northwest Highway in 
Palatine passing the Jaguar dealership and Palatine YMCA on 
your left as you approach the stoplight at Baldwin. Heading 
West on Baldwin requires a very sharp right turn (more than 
90 degrees) across the railroad tracks. If you turned at the 
same angle the lanes suggest, you and your bike would be vul-
nerable to a spill exactly as described in the article. The solu-
tion is to soften the first half of your turn crossing the tracks 
at a 90 degree angle. Then sharpen the end of your turn to 
blend into the westbound lane. 

Three Rivers Ride 
By The Numbers Man 

I think I have figured out what's wrong with loud pipes. 
They make a form of music as you accelerate and brake in 
and out of the turns, but it is still just noise. On the Three 
Rivers Ride it all come together at once. The ultimate rid-
ing experience need not be accompanied by a combination 
of wind and loud pipes, it can be set to music. I usually 
wear a shorty helmet, but on our cold and windy pre-ride the 
wind noise was getting to me by mid-afternoon. I decided 
to wear my full lid for the official ride, with its added bonus 
of piped in music from the Wing's stereo. I don't have an 
MP3 or CD player to get my choice of music, but the radio 
has a feature that searches out the eighteen strongest local 
stations for you. 
Here's the picture. Leave the Fox River at 9 AM, headed for 
the Mississippi with a dozen friends behind you. The 
weather is exquisite. Sun at your back, blue sky, dry roads, 
and a perfect riding temperature. Get through the flatlands 
part of the ride and hit Stagecoach Trail north of Lena about 
noon. 
Now the road is getting interesting. First come the rolling 
hills that beg you to fly over them. We pass Scale Mound 
and get ready to hit the high speed sweepers and the twisties 
nearer Galena, and the magic starts. The radio picks up the 
local NPR station that has a classical music show going. 
Just when you hit the first turn, you hear the opening bars of 
the classic 1954 recording of Ravel's "Bolero". What's a 
biker to do as the driving beat of the music gets stronger and 
stronger, just as the road gets tighter and tighter. If you are 
familiar with Bolero, you will understand why it was all you 
can do to keep yourself from seeing if you could go through 
the turns at twice the posted speed, from memory, with your 
eyes closed. If you are not familiar with "Bolero", listen to 
it once and you will understand. It's probably the greatest 
piece of music to make love to that has ever been written. 
What a combination. 
Oh yes, the rest of the ride was also a great experience. 
Blackjack Road out of Galena is a great ride, but the new 
pavement takes away part of the challenge. Not so the little 
loop off of Blackjack that winds down to and along the river. 
It is about the most fun and the best challenge you can have 
without ever exceeding 45mph. The Grand Excursion fes-
tivities in Savanna caused more activity there than they have 
had in years, but it was all hype, since the river boats had 
long since passed on their way to the Twin Cities. 

Time to head home. The weather is still perfect, the sun is 
at our backs again, and traffic is light. River number three 
is a lazy stretch of Route 2 along the Rock from Oregon to 
Byron, with its beautiful view of the Blackhawk statue. 
Highway 72 took us back to the Fox River in Dundee, our 
end point. It doesn't get any better than this. 
I forgot to mention why I am so familiar with Bolero. It's 
the only piece of music that I know note by note. Way back 
in the dark ages, when fraternities were into hazing as a 
means of building teamwork, my fellow pledges and I lis-
tened to that damned song at full volume, 24 hours per day, 
for seven days, during Hell Week. 



Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chai 

Our Club has a unique set of requirements for those riders who 
we allow to lead our rides and who are entrusted with the safe-
ty of our members. Those riders who have successfully demon-
strated their ability to plan and lead a safe ride wear the white 
"Road Captain" rocker. The distinguished black and gold 
Senior "Road Captain" rocker is limited to those members who 
have repeatedly demonstrated, over many years, and many 
rides, sound judgement, strong leadership, their ability to plan 
and execute safe rides, and their willingness and skill to lead, 
counsel, and mentor. 
What is the criteria for a White Road Captain Rocker? 
1) Be a member in goods standing for one year, attend a 
GRASS class and receive guidance on how to plan and execute 
a ride in the optional Road Captain Planning segment. 

2) Take the initiative to coordinate a date with the Activities 
Committee, plan, pre ride, and execute a successful ride. Seek 
the assistance of a Senior Road Captain during the planning 
process, including pre-riding the route with any assistant road 
captains and tail gunner until all are familiar with the route. 

3) Successfully conduct the pre-ride meeting, including but not 
limited to...route briefing, special considerations and instruc-
tions, guest responsibilities, ride waivers, hand signals and rid-
ing formations (as necessary.) 

4) Successfully lead the ride. 

5) Have at least one Senior Road Captain attend your ride to 
evaluate, critic the ride. 

What is the criteria for a Senior Road Captain? 
1) Be a qualified "Road Captain" in good standing. 

2) Demonstrate an unquestionable history of superior... 
Riding knowledge(rules of the road, protocol and traditions.) 
Safe riding skills and experience. 
Leadership and judgement. 
Road captain planning and execution. 
Mentoring and assisting new members and road captains 

Top Cat contributions. knowledge, and experience above and 
beyond normal expectations. 

3) Additionally, other motorcycling commitments, motorcy-
cling community recognition, activities, and contributions. 

4) Be formally nominated, in writing, by an existing Senior 
Road Captain in time for the annual Senior Road Captain 
review meeting announced in ROAR and at meetings. 

5) Attain a two-thirds majority of all voting Senior Road 
Captains in attendance at the annual Senior's review meeting. 

6) Be re certified annually by the Senior Road Captain forum. 

Questions? Ask any Senior Road Captain...that's what they're 
there for. 

r 	Need 
Help with- 

Income Taxes? 
Divorce Planning? 

Business Valuation? 
Business Accounting? 

Financial Audits or Reviews? 
Computer Systems Assistance? 

Business or Personal Planning? 
You need the 

NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 

Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 
3710 Commercial Ave. #1 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMan@TheCpas.Biz 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally inde-
pendent. We do not sell or take any commis-
sions or incentives for recommending insur-
ance, stocks, annuities, or other financial 

iproducts 



So our GRASS class accident management training paid off well. 
Joe's message to me was virtually all the info I needed as the Road 
Captain to decide how to proceed. "Stopped for an accident, NOT 
one of our people (thank goodness), emergency vehicles now on 
the scene, we'll be along in a few minutes." I didn't have to try to 
figure out if I should take the group on to the first stop, or contin-
ue to wait for an indeterminate amount of time, or if we might be 
needed to go back and assist. And 20 minutes later, the four Top 
Cats pulled up to the gas station. Again, Top Cats to the rescue, 
even if it wasn't for one of our own. That's what Top Cats is all 
about. Big Top Cat Roar to Joe Rabanus, George Levinson, Bill 
Ryan, and Bill's friend Tom (a great guy who will become a Top 
Cat soon). I'm sure that rider was grateful that he had 4 angels 
looking out for him. 

We all continued on to Heartland Harley, a nice small dealership 
which was soon to move into new larger quarters. The owners 
were from Schaumburg, who moved to Burlington to buy the 
dealership 5 years ago, and were delighted to see some folks from 
home. They volunteered to lead a scenic ride further south from 
Burlington along the river that is supposed to be fantastic the next 
time we return there. 

From Heartland Harley, it was on the Big Muddy's for lunch, 
where they had reserved the outdoor patio for us so we could 
lunch while watching the Mississippi roll by. After lunch we 
returned by the same route, but since it was in reverse, it seemed 
different. When we got back into town, at about 4:00, many of us 
pulled into the rally to walk around a bit. The Mississippi was 
overflowing its banks in some parts of the park, and there were 
some deep puddles in a few spots on the parking lot. Apparently 
Bard Boand wanted to see if his Ultra Glide would float. I didn't 
witness the attempt, but at dinner that night, he reported that, in 
fact, it does not, and the water was deep enough to nearly turn his 
engine into a water-cooled motor. He also reported that his water-
proof Cruiser Boots are not waterproof from the top, and he emp-
tied our about a half a quart of water from each upon his return to 
the hotel. But ya gotta love a guy who does his research! 

Saturday night, the highlight of every Little Sturgis trip, is the 
banquet on the veranda of Duck City Bistro. 43 of us, including 
members like Jim Haase, Carmen and Rob Morin, and others who 
rode up that day, and many guests of our members, sat down to a 
delightful meal, with lots of great food, and good cheer and fel-
lowship. Owners Charles and Melissa were gracious as ever, the 
wait staff was attentive, and everybody went home full. 

Sunday, (Father's Day) was another bright, cool day for riding. 
Bard and Susan led the groups north along the river. The 15 mile 
stretch of road from Sabula into Bellevue was magnificent. We 
crossed over the bridge at Dubuque, and after a brief roadside 
lunch on the outskirts of town, the group took off on the 
Stagecoach Trail. We had seen John Lunde as we rode into town, 
but didn't realize that he'd come up just to meet up with us to ride 
the Stagecoach Trail back with us. So unfortunately, we rode past 
and were on our way. 

At the end of the trail we stopped at the drive-in in Lena, where 
the ice cream is outstanding, posed for a few photos by the buxom 
Lena logo, and headed off for home by various routes. Just as we 
were leaving the drive-in, John showed up with some guy on a 
Ducati sportbike, with full helmet and leathers. They caught the 

tail end of our group and rode back with us. It wasn't until the next 
day that I and some of the others realized that the guy on the sport-
bike was Traveler. It was such a pleasantly cool day, he decided 
to break out the leathers and air out his Ducati for a change. And 
next time you see him, ask him to tell you about his ride on the 
Stagecoach Trail, dicing with another sportbike rider. I'll give you 
a hint, we must have had at least a 25 minute head start on him, 
and he showed up only 10 minutes after we did. Do the math. 

Another great Top Cat overnighter, that proved it's not the event 
that counts, it's the people you go with, ride with, and party with, 
that make the event a good time. 



MOTORCYCLE PACKING 
LIST 

Sunbitted by Bob Sgarlata 

"Following is a pretty extensive packing list 
to 'shop' from when you are preparing for 
your road trip. Obviously not all items are 
necessary for all trips. Pick and choose what 
is right for the type of trip you are about to 
make. Consider the time of the year, the cli-
mate(s) that you will be riding through, the 
length of the trip and what other riders in 
your group will be packing -- make a point 
to discuss this, no need to all pack the exact 
same set of tools. Also consider cell phone 
reception -- that's right, if you're out in the 
middle of nowhere, you may need to be pre-
pared to 'patch things up' until you reach 
civilization. The same considerations 
should be made for tools: first consider your 
mechanical skills -- why bring a tool you 
cannot use for a job that you cannot do? 
Perhaps the best way to use this packing list 
is to consider it a pretty comprehensive and 
handy reminder of all of the things that you 
made need, then choose what is right for 
you and your trip. Ride safe!" 

TOOLS 
Plug kit 
Pump 
3/8 inch ratchet driver 
10, 12, 14 and 17mm 3/8 inch drive 6 pt 
sockets 
4, 5, 6 and 8mm 3/8 inch drive hex keys 
3/8 inch universal, extension and 18mm 
socket (spark plugs) 
Large and small adjustable wrenches 
Vise grips 
Screw drivers 
Swiss army knife 
Rags 
Mini jumper cables 
Digital multimeter 
Tire pressure gauge 
Siphon hose 

PARTS, CONSUMABLES 
Blade fuses 
Spare main fuses 
Throttle cables 
Brake lever 
Clutch lever 
Spark boxes 
Spark plugs 
Regulator/rectifier - 
Misc. nuts and bolts 
Zip ties 
Duct tape 
Electrical tape 
1 qt oil 
Blue loctite 
Headlight bulb 
Front turn signal bulbs 
Rear turn signal bulbs 
Wire 

CLOTHING 
Long sleeve T-shirts 
Wool socks 
Cotton socks 
Non-padded bike shorts (in lieu of under-
pants) 
Fleece pullover 
Swimsuit 
Walking shoes/sandals 
Turtle neck gaiter 
Bandanna 
Wide brim hat 

PERSONAL ITEMS 
Toothbrush / Toothpaste 
Deodorant 
Hairbrush 
Nail trimmer 
Shampoo 
Conditioner 
Lotion 
Kleenex 
Chopstick 

MISC. 
First aid kit 
Extra gloves 
Rain gloves 
Spare eyeglasses 
Flashlight 
Cell phone 
AA batteries 
Earplugs 
Lighter 
Candle 
Small sewing kit 
Towel 
Camera & film 
Water 
bungee net, bungles 
maps 
hard candy 
food 
nylon rope 
pens 
safety pins 
fuel log notebook 
money 
credit cards 
license, registration, insurance papers 
spare key 
Dirty Laundry Bag 

MOTORCYCLE 
Water bottle 
Bungee cords 
Duct tape 
Tool kit 
Regular & Allen wrenches 
Screwdrivers (flat & Phillips) 
Spark plugs & wrench 
Wire ties, zip ties 
Shop rags 
WD 40 
Clamps 
Rope 
Jumper cables 
Funnel 
Can of Fix-a-flat 
Tire repair kit 
Replacement light bulbs 

Fuses 
Super, glue 
6' of U" plastic hose or turkey baster (siphon 
gas) 
Motorcycle oil 
Helmet (DOT legal) 
Bandanna or do-rag 
jacket 
Warm gloves 
Summer gloves 
Rain gear (jacket, pants, gloves, boots) 
Padlock 
Trash bags (cover bags in rain, laundry, 
etc.) 
Zip-lock bags (keep stuff dry) 
Jeans 
T-shirt(s) 
Long sleeve T-shirt(s) 
Warm sweat shirt 
Underwear & socks 
Wash cloth (in Zip-lock bag) 
Sun block 
Chapstick - critical unless you plan to wear 
heavy lipstick! 
Personal first aid kit 
Medications in marked containers 
Reading glasses 
Sunglasses and/or goggles 
Ear plugs - big help! 
Small sewing kit 
Money 
Credit cards and/or travelers checks 
Motorcycle Driver's License 
Insurance information 
Dog tags for emergency information 
Emergency info: next of kin, home & work 
phone numbers, doctors' phone number, 
list of prescription medications, glasses 
prescription, bank information 
Cell phone and/or pager 
Road maps 
Business cards (to exchange with new 
friends) 
Note pad & pencil 
Camera & film 
Flashlight with extra batteries 

ADD OTHER STUFF YOU LIKE HERE: 
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Little Sturgis 
By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Friday, June 18 was a beautiful day for an all day bike ride to 
Davenport Iowa. Not too cool, not too warm, mostly sunny, with 
only a small chance of rain near the Mississippi River. 

As in years past, Senior Road Captain, Bard Boand, prepared our 
usual route and passed out maps during the pre-ride, and had all 
the waivers signed as we had some guests join us for the weekend. 
We had 17 bikes pull out of Barrington at 10:00 Am, with Bard 
leading the first group, and Road Captain Susan Tabordon leading 
the second group. If I leave out any names, forgive me. Chris 
Heller, George Levinson, Mark Sullivan, Mark & Sue Heller, Jim 
Chevalier, Gary & Muriel Brandt, Bekki McNamee and her 
friend, Ken, Bill Ryan and his friend, Tom, Susan Tabordon, and 
her guest, Carl & Terri Hart, Joe Rabanus, Frank Colletto and his 
friend. 

Joe Rabanus volunteered to ride tail gunner, which is a great spot 
for him to ride in for two reasons. The first is that he's always the 
last guy out of the gas stops with a drink in one hand and some 
food in the other, and therefore he's the last one to saddle up on 
his bike. Reason # 2 I'll get to later. 

We had a nice trip going out, with stops in Byron, and Sterling 
before rolling into Davenport at about 3:00 PM. Naturally, we all 
met up in the bar for a cold one. Unlike years past, there were 
many other bikers staying at the Radisson, including a large group 
of HOG members from Rockford. Friday night, everyone split up 
and was on their own for dinner. The hotel had a shuttle bus run-
ning to take guests down to the event, which I used to get over to 
the rally for a bit to take some photos. It was bigger than last year, 
with more vendors, two stages set up for music, and a lot more 
people in the crowd. It wouldn't surprise me to learn that 25,000 
folks attended the rally over the course of the weekend. 

I returned to the hotel just after 9:00 PM and walked out the front 
of the hotel only to find Bekki McNamee come running up to the 
entrance frantically asking for someone to call 911, as her friend 
Ken was having a heart episode on the bench at the corner. Before 
I could get my cell phone out of my pocket, two other guests had 
911 on the line, and a few minutes later the paramedics arrived on 
the scene. Bekki jumped in the ambulance to ride to the hospital 
with Ken, while I ran upstairs to change and ride over on my bike. 
Ken had to stay the night for some tests, (he was released the next 
day, and was doing well). And after about 90 minutes, I rode 
Bekki back to our hotel. 

It was a frightening experience for her, (even more so than for 
Ken). When we got back to the hotel, Bekki thanked me profuse-
ly for helping her and Ken. She said, "That was SO nice of you 
be there for us." I replied, "No, that was SO Top Cats ! That's 
what we do. We don't leave anybody behind, we don't let anybody 
call a cab to get home, and we take our friendships in the club seri-
ously. And the next day, we had another Top Cats situation arise. 

Saturday morning, I was to lead a ride down the river to 
Burlington where we planned to stop at Heartland Harley-
Davidson, and then on to lunch on the riverbank at Big Muddy's. 
During the pre-ride briefing, I asked Joe Rabanus to again ride tail 

gunner, and I tossed him my First Aid kit, telling him that it would 
be more likely that he would need it, as he was in the back of the 
pack, rather than me in the front, who might not see a problem if 
it arose. Again another beautiful, cool, sunny day. 11 bikes made 
the trip down the Great River road to Muscatine, where we snaked 
our way through town following the signs, and out into rural Iowa. 
The roads were excellent, with many stretches of long sweepers to 
scrub off some rubber on the sidewalls of our tires. 

Unlike 4 years ago when I led the same ride, and we found our-
selves on a two mile stretch of gravel road through a farm, I made 
sure that we avoided that dusty situation this year. I called ahead 
to the local Sheriff's office to inquire how to avoid that piece of 
road. Not only did we get to avoid it, but the detour put us on a 
really nice winding road. As we continued down the Great River 
Road, we passed through the tiny town of Oakville, where the 55 
MPH speed limit goes down to 25 in order to make a VERY sharp 
90-degree turn to follow the road. Some miles after Oakville, I 
noticed that some of our group wasn't behind us anymore. So as 
we neared Burlington, and would have to find our way through 
town to get to the Harley dealer, I pulled over at a gas station to 
wait for the rest of the group, so they wouldn't get lost. I pulled 
out my cell phone, and had a message from tail gunner, Joe 
Rabanus. 

The following paragraph was written by Bill Ryan, who was on 
the scene. 

{ About half way into the ride, the speed limit dropped from 55 
mph to 25 mph and there was a caution sign showing a 90 degree 
right turn coming up. As our group negotiated the turn I observed 
an oncoming motorcycle approaching the turn at approximately 45 
to 55 mph. As the rider approached I could see a look of pure panic 
on his face. He didn't know if he should go straight or try to make 
the turn. At that point he locked up his brakes and hit the gravel 
that collects on the side of the road. The bike slid out from under 
him and the bike and rider went tumbling into a ditch. Joe 
Rabanus and I turned around to assist the rider, and were joined by 
Tom Derosa (soon to be a top cat) and George Levinson. As I 
approached the downed rider I noticed that he was conscious, 
however there was a lot of bleeding from his head. I took a towel 
from my saddle bag and cleaned the wound. Tom had a small first 
aid kit and we dressed the wound. The neighbor who lived in the 
farmhouse across the way phoned for the paramedics, and brought 
out a plastic bag with some ice. Joe, in the meantime, called Ken 
to inform him that everybody from our group was OK and not 
involved in the crash. It took about 15 minutes for the paramedics 
and police to respond. The paramedics informed us that this was 
probably the worst turn on this stretch of road. After we gave our 
information to the police we were back on the road. About 20 
miles later, we caught up with the rest of the group waiting for us 
at a gas station. After a quick bathroom stop and running down to 
the rest of the group what happened we were on our way again. 
The rest of the day was wonderfully uneventful. In closing, the 
one thing that sets the Top Cats apart from the other groups I have 
ridden with is how well organized they are and how well they han-
dle emergency situations. } 

Note to Bill Ryan: Bill, stop using the word THEY when talking 
about the Top Cats, because YOU are now one of US, so you 
should use the term WE. And WE are proud to have YOU as one 
of US; and your actions, along with the other guys, proved WHY. 
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Travel Trivia 
Note: The following is largely plagiarized from an article in 
Motorcycle Consumer News magazine. My thanks to the author Fred 
Rau and to this excellent magazine. By the way, he acknowledges 
that his idea for the column came largely from an article a colleague 
of his wrote several years ago. 

Tom Mailia 

Anyway, try to follow along on this "Travel Trivia" and see 
how many times you can get the right answers: 

If you are in Los Angeles-on our West Coast- the capitals of 
how many states will be located west of you? Hopefully you 
readily got the two most obvious-namely Alaska and Hawaii. 
There are another two that are a little harder-Sacramento, CA 
and Salem, Oregon. The one most people would not readily 
guess is Reno, NV which is 83 miles-as the crow flies- (120 
miles by road) west of Los Angeles. 

This is one gives you a feel for how large our western states 
are. If you were traveling from Los Angeles on you way to 
Houston and if you rode east from the Pacific Ocean, across 
California, then across the entire state of Arizona, then all the 
way across New Mexico, and finally into Texas for about 75 
miles until you got to Amarillo-at this point, how much of your 
journey to Houston will you have completed? The answer: 
Half. People who live in them itty-bitty eastern states find this 
hard to comprehend. Another piece of trivia attached to this 
one: Once you are in Amarillo, you are actually closer to the 
capitals of five other states than you are to the Texas capital of 
Austin. (Those other capitals are Topeka, Denver, Cheyenne, 
Santa Fe and Oklahoma City.) 

Okay, that was too easy. Here's one that might upset anyone 
who has ridden the famous Four Corners Rally. Most of you 
might think that you rode to the northernmost point in the con-
tinental US when you went to the checkpoint at Madawaska, 
Maine. In reality, you did not. The northernmost spot in the 
continental US is not in Maine. In fact, five states protrude far-
ther north than Maine: Washington, Idaho, Montana, North 
Dakota and Minnesota. Okay, which is the northernmost? 
Answer: Minnesota. Actually, a little section of Minnesota sep-
arated from the rest of the state by the Lake of the Woods, and 
called the "Northwest Angle." Look it up. 

The Northwest Angle is also one of only three places in the US 
that can be reached, riding your motorcycle (on land), only by 
passing through a foreign country. The second one, Alaska, 
should be obvious--but what is the third? Answer: Point 
Roberts, Washington, which can only be reached on land by 
riding around Boundary Bay, then down through Tsawwassen, 
British Columbia. 

Most touring motorcyclists can tell you that the highest paved 
road in the US runs up Mr. Evans, in Colorado (14,264 feet), 
and that the longest bridge is the Pontchartrain Causeway in 
Louisiana (24 miles), but do you know where the oldest road 
in the US is located? Answer: New Mexico. El Camino Real 
was built in 1581. And the oldest "interstate" highway? 
Answer: The "National Road," built in 1807 to connect 
Cumberland, Maryland, to Wheeling, West Virginia. (Another 
trivia tidbit: There are parts of Virginia that are actually west 
of West Virginia.) Both of these roads, by the way, can still be 

followed, more or less, to this day. 

How about riding to the deepest canyon in the US? The Grand 
Canyon, you say? Wrong. The correct answer is Hell's Canyon, 
on the Snake River between Idaho and Oregon (just remember 
Evel Kneivel). The Grand Canyon is larger, but Hell's Canyon 
is actually 1.5 miles deeper! 

Or maybe you'd like to ride to both the highest and the lowest 
geographical points in the continental US? They are less than 
150 miles apart, so you could conceivably do them both in the 
same day. Answer: Badwater, in Death Valley, at 282 feet 
below sea level, and Mt. Whitney, at 14,494 feet above sea 
level. 

But, of course, Mt. Whitney isn't the highest point in the coun-
try, just in the continental US. The real altitude champ is near-
ly a full mile taller. Got it? Answer: Mt. McKinley, Alaska, at 
20,320 feet. 

Hey--how about a ride to the Windy City? That toddlin' town, 
you say? Chicago? Nope, afraid not. According to the National 
Weather Service, the real Windy City is Great Falls, Montana. 
Second-place goes to Oklahoma City ("...where the wind 
comes sweeping 'cross the plains..."). Chicago ranks a lowly 
16th on the blustery scale. 

And speaking of big cities, and their attractions, wouldn't you 
like to ride up sometime and see the Lady herself--the Statue of 
Liberty? Sure you would. New York, you say? Nope. Though 
the New York Harbor Authority pretty much runs the place, the 
fact remains that Liberty Island is well inside the New Jersey 
state line. 

Want to amaze your friends and win bar bets? Ask them to 
guess how many of our states, either wholly or in part, are north 
of the southernmost point in Canada. I doubt if anyone will 
guess 27, but that's the correct answer. The reason for this is a 
little-known island, called Pelee Island, which sits out in Lake 
Erie and is the southernmost point in Canada. The southern-
most tip of this island is actually south of Chicago. You would 
have to look at a map to believe this one. 

Us Midwesterners should get this one-- what foreign country 
would you first run into if you rode due south from Detroit? 
How many of you said Canada? Not intuitively obvious, 
unless, of course, you have lived or traveled to this area. This 
same geographic anomaly makes it possible for you to ride 
from Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada to Sault Ste. Marie, 
Michigan in the USA, and to then proceed due south in the 
USA for about 350 miles to Detroit, where if you were to con-
tinue further south you would be in Windsor, Ontario-back in 
Canada! 

All of these little bits of trivia don't mean a damned thing, 
except that they make great excuses for a ride, and great riding 
stories to tell over a beer or a cup of coffee with another motor-
cyclist. Most of us love an excuse for another fide. I hope I just 
gave you a couple of new ones. 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

China. It just plain pisses me off to see American jobs 
lost by our manufacturing migrating to China where the 
pay, benefits, and working conditions would be illegal in 
the US. China is also infamous for illegally cloning the 
very products they are making for foreign companies. 
So, I'm happy to report that, Lifan, China's largest 
motorcycle manufacturer, is not only cloning some mod-
els of Honda but, calling them "Hongda" as well. Seems 
like some minor degree of justice. 

China II. Harley-Davidson is expanding sales to China. 
The HD employee's union is opposing the move, fearing 
that HD manufacturing will soon follow. Can you pic-
ture a "Hargley-Davigson?" 

RECALLS. 
Triumph Daytona 955, T595 and 600, Speed 

Triple, Speed Four, Sprint RS, Sprint ST, Tiger, and 
TT600. 1997-2004, Fuel leakage, NHTSA Recall 
04V156. 

Honda CBR1000RR. 2004. Speedometer error. 
NHTSA Recall 04V254000. 

Big Dog Boxer, Bulldog, Chopper, Mastiff, 
Pitbull, Ridgeback. 2004. Loose brake / throttle control. 
NHTSA Recal104V164. 

Victory Vegas, Arlen Ness Signature Series 
Vegas, Kingpin. 2003-2004. Rear brake. NHTSA Recall 
04V187. . 

Yamaha Road Star, Road Star Silverado, Road 
Star Limited Edition, Midnight Star. 2001-2003. 
Transmission lock up. NHTSA Recall 03V309000. 

Grants? Why is it that the Governor of IL is trying to 
take money from the motorcycle safety and education 
fund for street riders when he just gave a nearly $200K 
grant to the Little Egypt Off Road Motorcycle Club to 
add 320 acres to their 400 acre riding area? Could 
Blagoyavitch have a dirt bike? 

Go Air Force! Military bases are, traditionally, hostile 
toward motorcyclists. Often, their safety requirements 
exceed local, and state, requirements by requiring hel-
mets, gloves, long sleeves, reflective vests, goggles, 
chaps or leather pants, and boots above the ankle. The 
Air Force seems to be accepting the fact that young men 
and women enjoy riding and, they are establishing 
motorcycle clubs, to promote safe motorcycling, at bases 
throughout the world. How the hell can our Defense 
Department believe that motorcycle riding be more dan-
gerous than war fighting??? 

Motorcycle History. If you're into motorcycle history, 
particularly local history, you might enjoy reading "The 
Bikeriders" by Danny Lyon, www.chroniclebooks.com . 
The book captures the growth of motorcycling in our 
area (McHenry, Chicago, Woodstock, etc.) It's filled 
with trivia too..."Biker" is a California term, "Bikerider" 
was the midwest term. 

BIKER CULTURE 
You don't need to buy those pre-worn and faded 
poser jackets to pretend you're an old, experienced 
rider if... 

You spent more on tires than on clothes last year. 
You ride regardless of the weather report. 
You know more Harley model acronyms than foreign 
words. 
Your bike has more annual miles than any of your three 
cars. 
You grow a beard to keep your face warm in the winter. 
You remember the exact thy you bought your last bike but 
not your wedding anniversary. 
You spend an hour at your dealer for a 5 minute purchase. 
You walk away from your bike without looking back to 
make sure it's OK 
Your cell phone is programmed to ring with "Born to be 
Wild." 
You take a 100 mile detour to ride 10 mile of twisties. 
Your pet is named after a motorcycle model. 
Your carry - on luggage at the airport is a T-bag. 
You believe trailers should be illegal and loud pipes manda-
tory. 
Your rain gear wears out before your T-shirts do. 
You bought a skull cap for your spouses birthday present. 
You think TOO AM is too early to start work but, you'll start 
a ride at 4:00 AM. 
You ride when you're sick for medicinal purposes. 
The first thing to wear out on your boots is the top of the 
left toe. 
You can identify insects by their taste. 
You lean when the bus turns a corner. 
Your spouse threatened to leave you if you bought a new 
bike and you offered to help pack the suitcase. 
You know the road name of everyone of your club mem-
bers but forget your kid's birthday. 



TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 
August 2004 - November 2004 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 

Tue-Aug-3 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Wed-Aug-4 8:00 AM Top Cats Big Sturgis Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Sat-Aug-14 4:00 AM TC Ride Around Lake Michigan Mobile, RT12/Ela, Lake Zurich L. Scalzitti 
Mon-Aug-16 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Aug-21 9:00 AM Top Cats Big Cat Ride Broken Oar, Cary S. Levy 
Sun-Aug-22 9:00 AM Annual Shriner® Liberty Run Broken Oar, Cary J. Krepel 
Sat-Aug-28 6:00 PM Top Cats Sunset Ride Broken Oar, Cary R. Case 
Tue-Sep-7 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Fri-Sep-10 TBA Wisconsin Dells Rally Chula Vista Resort BMW Club of WI 

Sun-Sep-12 9:00 AM Top Cats Fall Charity Ride Duke's Bar and Grill, Wauconda R. Temple 
Mon-Sep-13 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-Sep-19 10:30 AM Top Cats President's Ride TBD J. Heniff 
Sat-Oct-2 10:00 AM Top Cats Wheels n' Water Ride Clark Station, Rt. 12 and Bonner Road M. Heller 
Tue-Oct-5 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Sun-Oct-10 TBA Rolling Thunder Toy Run TBA RT Ch2 
Mon-Oct-11 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-Oct-16 10:30 AM Top Cats Fall Color Ride Broken Oar, Cary S. Levy 
Tue-Nov-2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Durty Nellie's, Palatine J. Heniff 
Mon-Nov-8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 

NOTE: Check the web site (www.topcats.org ) and the Hotline (847 622-3501) for details/updates. The 2004 Activities 
Calendar can also be downloaded from the web site but, check for changes frequently. 

Pennsylvania Company Creates 
Three-Wheeler Harley-Davidson 

'Hearse' for Enthusiasts' Final Ride 
6/30/04 5:57PM GMT 

By The Associated Press 

Harley-Davidson fans can finally take their final 
ride in style. 

Tombstone Hearse Co. two years ago began 
building hand-crafted Old West-style casket car-
riers that are pulled by a modified Harley-
Davidson Road King. 

"We take a regular bike and turn it into a motor-
trike with special gears to pull a heavier load," 
said company co-founder Dave Follmar. "We can 
accommodate most caskets, including oversized 
units." 

Follmar, a retired cabinetmaker, came up with 
the idea 12 years ago. With the help of con- 

struction expert Jack Feather, Follmar has now 
franchised the idea and has a network of hears-
es in service stretching from Texas to Michigan 
and New Jersey. 

Rental prices for the hearses range from $500 to 
$600. Traditional hearses range from $125 to 
$475. 

Tombstone's hearse is designed with the tradi-
tional amenities but features a glass-enclosed 
carriage with curtains and tassels. Four gold 
lanterns adorn each corner and it's fitted with a 
black vinyl top. 

Tombstone's drivers are dressed in white tuxedo 
shirts, string ties, black pants and cavalry-style 
knee-high boots with a single spur. 

"For any guy or gal who has sat their butt in a 
Harley seat all their lives, it doesn't seem fitting 
to lay them in the back of a Caddy for a farewell 
ride," Feather said. 



_000 
Top Cats - 1998 

By Traveler 

The Club rode through 2001 with a variety of emotions. Highs 
from our many activities and lows from the loss of our Founder 
and the tragedy of 9/11. The Board was comprised of Traveler-
Pres, Rik Lowry-VP, Ken Glassman-Sec, Jim Heniff-Treas, George 
Lax-Past Pres, and Directors: Bard Boand, Sandy Vernon, Terry 
Kumro. The year started with 119 members. 

JAN 
The President gave our 2001 Goals as; a new meeting place, new 
sound system, new membership card with emergency data, new 
Board member patches, a Senior Road Captain Program, more 
GRASS sessions, off-site meetings, and an expanded web site. The 
board approved a 2002 Sportster for our annual charity ride raf-
fle, a family dues rate, the 2001 Activities Calendar, and the pur-
chase of Top Cat logo shirts. Four riders rode our 7 Jan Annual 
Kick Off Ride, John Lunde took over ROAR, and Dick Burkhart, 
Roberta Arsenault, and Michele Kastner joined the Club. 

FEB 
The monthly meeting was held at Alligator Bob's thanks to Chuck 
Prettyman. Susan Tabordon and Windy Krepel earned their Road 
Captain rockers. The Board approved the policy of all new mem-
bers attending GRASS within their first year, and current members 
within the next two years, Lori Hirshman became a member and 
the Board clarified that our Top Cats logo cannot be used by non 
Top Cats, or for commercial purposes without written requests 
and approval. 

MAR 
Traveler, Rik Lowry, Terry Kumro, and Jim Irvine rode the first 
pick up ride of the year on the 18th. George Lax, Past Pres, con-
ducted the monthly meeting, Ross Schliesmann, of America's 
Open Road Indian Dealership was the _guest speaker, and our web 
site now had a message board induced for members. Traveler, 
Bernie Weiss, and Rik Lowry completed the Iron Butt Cross 
Country challenge from San Diego to Jacksonville in 48 hours, 
Mario Prosperi and Sal Saccomanno joined, the Board published 
the Club's alcohol use policy, and the month concluded with the 
Prettymans organizing the Annual Awards •Banquet at Mandile's 
with over half of the active members enjoying an outstanding 
evening. 

APR 
Ken Glassman led the Club, and 83 bikes, on the Annual Door to 
Door ride, assisted by Rik Lowry, Sandy Vernon, Chuck 
Prettyman, Craig Martens, Windy Krepel, Ric Case, Rob Mann, 
and George Lax. A GRASS course was conducted on the 8th, Eric 
Lax maintained our web site, and Jim Haase joined the Club. 

MAY 
Thirteen Top Cats attended the Annual NISRA Banquet and con-
tributed $100 to NISRAs participant in the National Special 
Olympics, John Fraccaro led 15 riders on the White Pines ride, 
and Joe Rosa, assisted by Windy Krepel, led 5 riders on the 
Around the Lake (MI) Ride. John and Dar Lunde led the Club on 
the Little Angels Ride, including Mark and Mario Prosperi, Jim 
and Patti Haase, Traveler, and Sal Saccomanno. New members 
this month included; Jenny Ori, David Hirsch, Ted Zusman, and 
Russ Kirkpatrick. 

JUN 
The Annual Sunrise Ride was led by Craig Martens with 15 bikes 

ith a follow-on,100 mi ride on old RT66 led by Jim Krepel. Jord 
Glazov and Ric Case led a group to Door County for a weekend, 
the 15 June GRASS class had 15 new students, and the Senior 
Road Captains held their annual meeting. The Board approved 
the new black and gold patch for Board members, and Dan QUick 
joined the Club. Bard Boand led 20 bikes to Little Sturgis includ- 
ing; the Riddicks, the Kostus', the Arsenaults,Kathy Citko, Jim 
Haase, John Lunde, Tom Malia, Joe Rabanus, Ken Glassman, 
Sandy Vernon, Carl Hart, Lori Hirshman, the Eliasiks, and John 
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Fraccaro. 

JUL 
Top Cats was recognized as one of the largest Clubs riding in the 
Annual Ride for Kids ride, led by Bernie Weiss. The Club partici-
pated in a NISRA picnic on the 28th and a GRASS class on the 
29th. Top Cats flags were introduced, Senior RC rockers were 
presented to Jim Heniff, Windy Krepel, and Craig Martens, and 
new members included; Chris Heller, and Cheryl Hemmelgarn. 
The Nominating Committee, led by George Lax, included Craig 
Martens, and Ric Case. 

AUG 
The first Annual Sturgis Award, presented by Rik Lowry, VP, went 
to Terry Kumro at the Annual TC Banquet at Sturgis, Jim 
Chevalier joined the Club, the Board approved $200 for web site 
renewal, and Traveler announced that over 30% of Club members 
were active on a committee or the Board. Windy Krepel led the 
Annual Progressive Dinner Ride to the Fojo's, the Riddick's, the 
Bossard's, and the Prettyman's with nearly 50 riders attending. The 
Nominating Committee announced the slate for 2002 as; Traveler-
Pres, Lowry-VP, Sandy Vernon-Sec, Jim Heniff-Treas, and running 
for director are; Prettyman, Boand, Caprio, John Lunde, and Jim 
Krepel. 

SEP 
Elections for the 2002 Board resulted in; Traveler-Pres, Lowry-VP, 
Vernon-Sec, Heniff-Treas, and Boand, Prettyman, Krepel, and 
Caprio as directors. Terry Kumro was appointed Director 
Emeritus. The Fall Charity Ride, organized by Bernie Weiss, 
resulted in over 300 bikes participating and $35,000 raised for 
NISRA. Chris Lax won the 2002 Sporty. Mark Sullivan joined the 
Club and John Lunde received his Senior RC rocker. Sadly our 
founder, Carl "Virgo" Bender passed away on the5th. Over half 
the Club turned out to follow Traveler on the ride to Virgo's wake 
on a cool, rainy, September 9th. 

OCT 
Ed Jacques led the Club on a picture ride where each rider had to 
go to certain locations, based only on pictures of them. Tom 
Lonze, of Rolling Thunder, was our guest speaker, Frank Coletto 
joined the Club, and John Lunde led Traveler, Lowry, Rob Mann, 
and Wayne Newman on the Dukane Toy Run. Members who 
served in past Board positions were recognized with their gold 
rocker; Sandy Vernon, George Lax, Rob Mann, Trikey Mikey, Jon 
Simpson, Vince O'Leary, Jordy Glazov, Traveler, Jim Irvine, and 
Ken Glassman. 

NOV 
Bernie Weiss and Traveler presented a check for $35,000 to NISRA 
at their annual banquet, Brian Shahinian, Director of NISRA, was 
our guest speaker, John Fraccaro presented the Draft 2002 
Activities Calendar to the members and, Traveler announced that 
the Club had outgrown O'Traina's and is moving to Mandile's in 
Algonquin next month with all future meeting being non smoking 
until after the meeting. 2002 Committees were announced as; 
Jenny Oh-Membership, Bud Burkhardt-Awards, John Fraccaro-
Activities, Ric Case-Safety, Janet Riddick and Roberta Arsenault-
Products, Bill Wilson-Advertising, John Lunde-Communications 
Jesse Fojo and Duane Lamott-Programs. 

DEC 
The Board clarified an official Top Cats ride as one scheduled, 
organized, and led by the Top Cats organization, the final 2001 
GRASS class was held on the 9th, Pete Hemmelgarn and Ed Apel 
joined the Club, and, Top Cats was selected by the State of Illinois 
for the annual Excellence in Service Award for our work with 
NISRA. The 2002 Activities Calendar was published with over 60 
events scheduled for the year, Traveler returned from laying a Top 
Cats flag at the Pentagon 9/11 Memorial in DC, and John Lunde 
and Dar Lunde led 11 bikes on the Chicago toys for Tots ride. 
And...the Club membership increased over 20% by the end of the 
year. 
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